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is clean or infected. Abortion usually occurs within two to four months
of service, but the aborted calf may be so small as to escape notice. These
early abortions may be repeated.
If the presence of the disease is suspected, breeding should be stopped
until veterinary advice has been obtained in order to discover and eliminate
the affected animals. Cows can be cured, but in the case of a bull, treatment
is difficult and such affected animals should be slaughtered. Treatment,
which consists of washing the infection from the vagina and the uterus,
should only be attempted by an expert and once the animals are free from
the disease, a fresh, clean bull should be employed. Artificial insemination
will do much to prevent the further spread of this disease, provided producers
will use the service provided, and should cause a marked reduction in the
number of cases which come to light.
DISINFECTION
Following the removal of diseased animals from the cowshed, it is always
essential that their surroundings should be thoroughly disinfected. There
are many proprietary articles which can be used for this purpose, while suit-
ably diluted solutions of sulphate of copper or carbolic acid are also useful
for walls, floors, and woodwork. Every portion of the walls, floors, feeding-
troughs, and gutters adjoining the affected animal's surroundings should be
treated, and particular attention should be paid to all angles and crevices if
such are present. Following disinfection, the affected portions should be
well washed down with hot water and finally sprayed with limewash. Fresh
air and sunlight will effectively complete the work.
Quite apart from the germicidal action of antiseptics, which varies
according to the type used and the purpose to which they are put, the use of
such antiseptics is valuable from the standpoint of impressing the workers
with the fact that potentially dangerous, infective factors are present. It
should never be forgotten, however, that antiseptics can never take the place
of cleanliness, and that soap and water in abundance will accomplish much
at little cost.